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The education we offer is to enable young people to have not only the knowledge but also the attitudes, values and characteristics that will enable them to flourish in an ever-changing and demanding world. The education we offer goes beyond the purely academic. It must enable our young people to discover their unique place in the world, their God-given purpose; to realise their potential in the knowledge that the world is a poorer place without them.
 
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9


Collective Worship Policy




Mission Statement
Through God's love we care, share and grow together.

Aims
Green Haworth aims, through faith in Christ, to provide a safe, nurturing environment in which all pupils achieve their full potential and have the skills and confidence to meet the challenges of the future;
•	through a commitment to Christian values, develop the spiritual dimension within each person 
•	achieve the best outcomes for every member of the school community through partnership between   pupils, staff, parents and the wider community 
•	ensure that children feel a sense of achievement in all that they do and where children and adults alike share high expectations and strive to achieve them 
•	celebrate social and cultural diversity so that everyone feels valued and respected 
•	enable pupils to become responsible local and global citizens 
•	develop enquiring minds, enterprising skills and embrace lifelong learning 
•	create a vibrant and stimulating learning environment recognising differing learning styles 
•	inspire a love of learning

Christian Values
Faith in Christ		Honesty	Kindness	Responsibility		Forgiveness	Respec


 Aims and Purpose 
Our aims and purpose of Collective Worship are: 
· To provide an opportunity for the children to worship God
· To provide an opportunity for the children to consider the purpose and meaning of life 
· To enable children to consider spiritual and moral issues
· To enable children to explore their own beliefs
· To encourage participation and response
· To develop in children a sense of community spirit 
· To promote a common ethos with shared values and to reinforce positive attitudes
· To provide an opportunity for calm reflection 

Christian Values 
The Christian values underpinning our school practice and chosen by the whole school community are
· Faith in Christ
· Honesty
· Kindness
· Responsibility
· Forgiveness
· Respect
These values are embodied in the New Commandment that Jesus gave us: 
Mark 12: vs 30-31 
“And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. This is the first commandment. And the second, like it, is this: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
We believe the years that the child spends in this school are formative years, when they discover themselves, their individuality, their abilities, their interests and their strengths. Their talents may display themselves in many ways. We will provide a vehicle for these talents to be nurtured, encouraged, developed and praised. 

Legal Requirements 
We acknowledge the legal requirement stated in the 1988 Education Reform Act 6(1) and 9(3), which states the need for each child to attend a daily act of worship either as a whole school, class or group. Parents have the legal right to withdraw their children from the act of worship either partially or wholly. Any parents wishing to do so should contact the Headteacher. 
Organisation
	Day
	Worship
	Worship leader

	Monday
	Themed worship
	Headteacher

	Tuesday 
	PSHE worship
	Dep. Headteacher

	Wednesday
	Themed worship
	Rev. Paul/Clergy

	Thursday
	Praise Party
	Teacher

	Friday
	God’s Big Story
	Teacher

	Friday
	Celebration of life in its fullness
	Teacher


 Example of themed worship:
	Week Beginning
	Bible 
	Assembly theme

	Autumn 1
	
	Thankfulness

	04.09
	Philippians 1.3
	Thanking God for People who help us

	09.09
	Psalm 148
	Praising God in creation

	16.09
	Ephesians 5.20
	Remembering to say thank you

	23.09
	Acts 16.16
	Giving thanks when time are difficult

	30.09
	1 Thessalonians 5.16
	Counting your blessings

	07.10
	Mark 4, 3.9
	Living Fruitful lives

	
	
	

	Autumn 2
	
	Trust

	06.11
	Ecclesiastes 4, 9-10
	Knowing our friends will support us

	13.11
	Mark 4, 35-41
	Knowing Jesus is with us in stormy times

	20.11
	Isaiah 41.10
	Standing on God’s promises

	27.11
	Proverbs 11.13
	Being Trustworthy, not gossiping

	04.12
	Isaiah 49, 15-16
	Trusting God

	11.12
	Luke 1, 26-38
	Believing God has a plan for our lives



Worship is always planned to be appropriate to the ages, aptitudes and backgrounds of all children and respectful of the personal integrity of adults. The majority of worship takes place as a whole school in the school hall or as a class in individual classrooms, but other locations in and out of school may be used.
Worship may be led by staff, children or school visitors and follows a termly plan based on an overarching Christian Value taken from the “Roots and Fruits” Collective Worship resource, which clearly roots our worship in the Bible and the church year. Leaders may draw on stories, fables, art, music, current events or personal experiences to develop a weekly theme related to the value for the term. Class collective worship gives staff and pupils the opportunity to discuss issues in more depth.
Stories from other traditions and faiths may be included at appropriate times. Collective worship will be treated like any other part of the curriculum when it comes to matters of planning, delivery, resourcing and evaluation and although written planning is not required, daily evaluation should show that worship has been planned to the same standard, and with the same considerations for pupils, as curriculum lessons. Staff should encourage children to take increasing amounts of responsibility for different sections of the act of worship.
Worship reflects the practices and traditions of our local church. Both the hall and classrooms make use of liturgical colours and symbolic items such as altar cloths, crosses and candles, and a team of children is responsible for setting up the space for worship. Children and adults are expected to enter and exit the worship space quietly and calmly, and to listen and respond respectfully.
Whole-school and class Collective Worship is structured to include a time for:
1) Gathering together
2) Engaging
3) Responding
4) Sending out
These include the use of traditional Anglican prayers, hymns, phrases and responses. Children are encouraged to take an active role in each section of the worship and positive, well-mannered contributions are always welcomed.
Timings are arranged so that all staff have the opportunity to attend, and all staff and visitors are invited to attend. Parents are regularly invited to worship and are encouraged to attend school/church services. 
We aim to provide a variety of worship experiences for the children by holding a daily act of collective worship in our school. These assemblies are whole school assemblies. They may include music, song, stories, shared experiences, readings from the bible, prayer and reflection. The local parish vicar will lead assembly on a weekly basis. All members of teaching staff are invited to lead worship throughout the week.
Sometimes the themes of our assemblies reflect and build on topics that we teach as part of the school curriculum, including the S.E.A.L themes. Further opportunities for children to experience awe and wonder are provided in curriculum areas such as R.E, Literacy, Art, Science, P.S.H.E and Citizenship and Music. 
Classes worship through prayer collectively every lunchtime and at the close of every school day.
We have special assemblies on alternate Friday’s when we celebrate the successes and achievement of our pupils in their learning in school, and achievements outside of school. These assemblies play an important part in promoting the ethos of the school, which is that all children are valued and all achievements are recognised. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Other Faiths 
Although our worship reflects Christian beliefs and values, we are committed to respecting each other’s faith stance and culture, showing tolerance and understanding regardless of pupils’ beliefs. 
Monitoring and Review 
Monitoring occurs informally through staff discussion with valued feedback from parents and visitors either formally through the Parent’s Forum or informal comments. It is the role of the named school governor with responsibility for religious education and collective worship to monitor the policy and practice of collective worship. The governor concerned liaises with the subject leader before reporting to the governors on religious education and collective worship. 

Complaints
Any complaints about Collective Worship should be directed to the school in accordance with our complaints information documents. If parents make a formal complaint about school worship and fail to be satisfied by their appeal to the governing body, appeals should be directed to Blackburn Diocese Board of Education.

Mr P. Turner
Headteacher								To be reviewed:
September 2025							September 2026
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